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This copy of the Nor Cal ASA JO Guidelines is effective January 1, 2010.  Nor Cal ASA will from time to time 

make necessary changes as required to this guide; therefore, it is highly encouraged that you regularly 

review the official copy of it which can be found online at the Nor Cal ASA  Web site:  www.norcalasa.org.  

In the event a conflict in language between this printed version of the guide and the version on the Web 

site, the official copy found on the Nor Cal ASA Web site controls.  If incorrect information regarding this 

published guide or issued by voice, written, electronic or any other form of communication, whether by 

Nor Cal ASA staff members or not, the provisions and intent of the guide found on the Nor Cal ASA Web 

site will always prevail. 
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Mike Blondino, Commissioner 
650-533-0864 * 650-726-8298 Fax 

mblondino@norcalasa.org  - www.norcalasa.org                    January 1, 2010 

 

TO: All Youth Programs 
 

RE:  Nor Cal ASA Non-Profit Requirements 

 

For those of you attending the Nor Cal ASA Road Show presentations, you may have 

noticed that we have asked all the leagues a question.  "How many of you are non-profit?"  

Well, it went as I expected. Many leagues said they were non-profit and when I checked, not 

all actually were.  It's just they assumed they were non-profit or were told by a previous 

Board of Directors (BOD) they were. 

 

So, we need to guide these leagues in the correct direction to complete and maintain their 

non-profit status.  Keeping track of their status and where they are in the process will allow 

us to assist the next league BOD continue the process. 

We have a separate 6-page document created by a CPA called the ñSoftball Tax Exempt 

Newsletterò to assist you in many of your questions.   

 

Below you will find the non-profit requirements set forth by Nor Cal ASA.  Each league is 

required to provide the following documentation to our Nor Cal Office Manager Sandy Scott 

at the beginning of each year...Before Registration! 

 

One stage is required per year.  Once stage 4 is reached, it will be repeated indefinitely.  

Starting stage depends on the leagues current status or status process.  Please note that 

each stage requires a set of By-laws, a list of their current BOD and a budget. 

 

Nor Cal ASA will retain copies of your respective documentation with the Nor Cal ASA Office 

Manager for filing.  Electronic copies are always best but not required. 

 

 

mailto:Mblondino@norcalasa.org
http://www.norcalasa.org/
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The documentation to be provided to Nor Cal ASA: 

Stage one (or year one):  Tax ID number, Proof of filing for Articles of Incorporation, List of 
current Board of directors, Current By-laws 
 
Stage two (or year two):  Proof that you have applied to the IRS for a tax exempt status 
and have applied to the state for a non-profit status, List of current Board of directors, 
Current By-laws, one year budget 
 
Stage three (or year three):  Show letters of advance ruling from IRS and state, List of 
current Board of Directors, current By-laws, and one year budget 
 
Stage four (or year four):  Show that the non-profit status is active, List of current Board of 
directors, Current By-laws, and one year budget 
 

Questions should be directed to Nor Cal ASA Office Manager Sandy Scott or Nor Cal ASA 

JO Commissioner Manuel Gomez or (contact info below) 

Sandy Scott    Manuel Gomez 
Office Manager   JO Commissioner  
916-962-1631   831-869-8521 
Fax:  916-962-1634   Fax: 831-393-9006 
sscott@norcalasa.org  mgomez@norcalasa.org 

 
 

  

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sscott@norcalasa.org
mailto:mgomez@norcalasa.org
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WHY SHOULD YOUTH LEAGUES & TRAVEL TEAMS BE NON-PROFIT? 
 

First of all let us explain what brought about this change and why.  NOR CAL ASA has 
always been working to make our JO leagues non-profit.  By our leagues being non-
profit, we have more assurance that our members are protected.  Protection comes in 
many formsé. 
 
1) Players/parents know exactly how ALL money is brought in and disbursed.              
2) Donors/sponsors are easier to come by and know the tax liabilities associated with 
donating to non-profit organizations.  
3) By-laws are in place to further protect its members.  
4) A Board of Directors is in place and has a legal responsibility of the membership.  
5) All budgets and expenses are open to the public.  
6) Facility use partners feel better when they know the organization is organized and 
established. 
 
As a large non-profit ourselves, it is our obligation to make sure our players, coaches, 
staff, facility partners, school districts, cities, counties and donors have the confidence 
that when NOR CAL ASA sanctions an event, that event is protected from liability and 
will run smoothly with policy set forth by NOR CAL ASA for the betterment of its 
members. 
 
With ASA relaxing some of its rules, more teams are playing "A" then ever before.  This 
is great; all players should play in the classification that suits them best.  But that has 
brought many problems also.  The two major ones are:  
 
1) Members not knowing how their money is spent. 
2) Donations be solicited and donors unaware of teamsô status.  We deal with numerous 
complaints each year regarding those two issues. 
 
As far as costs, the costs are small.  For a single team to become non-profit under our 4 
stage policy, the first year would cost only $30.  Stage two would be under $500 with 
stage 3 and 4 only costing $10 each.  For under $550 any team can become non-profit.  
With your statement of your team only being a 4 year team, that's less than a $15 per 
player per year hike in player fees.  We see that as very affordable and worth every 
dollar spent. 
 
ASA is the largest softball organization, has the best competition and takes care of their 
members better than any of those other for-profit organizations. 
 
We are always open to discuss any policy and will review every request, but please 
remember that we must look out for the greater good and try to set policy the same way. 
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ACE COACHING CERTIFICATION 
 

Definition: ñAò ACHIEVE - A certain level of knowledge. 
ñCò CERTIFY - To confirm that a coach has obtained a level of understanding 
over which he/she has been tested on. 
ñEò Educate - To assist with the furthering of knowledge and information. 
 

Objective: The ñACEò program is designed to give you, the softball coach; some idea 
about the responsibility that has been given you. That responsibility entails more than just 
knowing the nuts and bolts of softball.  It includes knowing how to deal with parents, how to 
care for injuries, understanding risk management, your legal duties as a coach, how to 
organize a practice and much more. 
 
There is a lot to coaching youth athletes ï maybe more then you though at first. It is our 
hope through this program to give you some insight and assistance as you enter the world 
of coaching youth softball. You will be given tips, drills and advice that can help you and 
your team have a successful, positive and enjoyable season. 
 

¶ Certification program: Nor Cal ASA has decided to build the program from the 
younger age, travel, ñAò, and gold coaches. 
 

¶ ACE certification is mandatory for all personnel in the dugout in all Nor Cal ASA JO 
organizations (travel ball and recreation play) 

 

¶ The Certification Process:  All ACE certification is now on-line and should be done 
through www.registerasa.com 
 

¶ For the Nor Cal ASA Championship Tournament all personnel in the dugout must 

wear their  ACE Certification Card. (Lanyard is provided with ACE card when 

mailed to you)  

 
ACE COACHING CERTIFICATION 

¶ All B&C coaches must be certified by the beginning of the season. Check with your 
local league for dates, locations and times. 
 

¶ All ñAò, Gold and travel ball coaches must be certified before their team/roster can be 
registered. ñACEò certification must be included in your team registration. 
 

¶ Once you have completed the level one clinic, you can re-certify in future years on 
line @ www.registerasa.com .  

 

¶ Any questions regarding ACE certification should be directed to Nor Cal ASA Office 
Manager Sandy Scott - 831-962-1631 or sscott@norcalasa.org 
 

 
 

http://www.registerasa.com/
http://www.registerasa.com/
mailto:sscott@norcalasa.org
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ACE Certification Q&A 

 

¶ Do all coaches need certification?   Yes  

¶ Why must I complete the ACE Coaching Program?   Nor Cal ASA is requiring that 
anyone dealing with the JO have training each year for the betterment of the players 
and the overall program.  More important is the background check involved each year 
as we take the safety of each player as our number one concern. 

¶ What is Nor Cal ASA's definition of a coach?   Our definition of a coach is any 
person who is on the playing field giving instructions to players. 

¶ Does that mean any parent or person who offers to just ñhelp outò must attend 
ACE Certification?   Yes, if they are. 

¶ What are the benefits of becoming an ACE Certified Coach?   The benefits of 
ACE membership: 

o Take-home copy of ACE Coaching Certification manual (Level 1)  
o $5,000,000 liability insurance policy (only if coaching an ASA-registered team  
o Personalized membership card as an ASA/USA Softball ACE Coach  
o ACE Coach Certificate  

¶ I donôt coach B, C, or Rec Ball. Do I need to be certified?   Yes, ACE Certification 
is required before your team can be registered. 

¶ Why can't I find my profile online even though I registered with an ACE clinic a 
few years ago? 
If you did not certify through an ACE clinic in the past year you will have to start the 
ACE certification Process at level 1. 

¶ I registered at a local ACE clinic in a previous year but can't find my profile on 
the website when I look it up.  What should I do?   Contact Nor Cal ASA Office 
Manager Sandy Scott and she will be able to locate and manual reset your profile for 
you. DO NOT complete STEP 2 of the registration process which will create a new 
profile for you and will force you to start at level 1 

I have completed level IV, now what?   Level IV will be changing every year as an on-

going education.  You will continue to re-certify at level IV 

 

In the past coaches were able to do the ACE test at Nor Cal ASA Championships, but 

because of the background check that is required this will be impossible.  If your 

coaches show up without their ACE Certification and Background check they will not 

be able to be in the dugout at all. 
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Required League/Team Operational Standards 

 
All Teams/Leagues 

1. All ñAò travel teams and Recreational Leagues must have a set of approved By-Laws 
on file with the Nor Cal ASA office. 
 

2. ñAò travel team and ñRecreation Leagues shall be registered, or applied for 
registration, as a non-profit organization.  
 

3. Shall not use ASA logos or trademarks (including the Nor Cal ASA logo) without 
express permission from a Nor Cal ASA staff member. 
 

4. Shall receive permission from another teamôs manager before asking a player to be a 
pick-up player on a team for an invitational tournament. 
 

5. Shall notify a team manager whose team is no longer eligible for championship play 
before asking a player from that team to be a pick-up player pursuant to ASA 
National Code 
 

ñAò Travel Teams 

Each ñAò travel team must prepare a proposed budget for its annual operations, 
income and expenses, prior to the selection of players for a championship season as 
well as an end-of-the-year income and expense statement. These documents must 
be submitted to the Nor Cal ASA office as well as given to any prospective player and 
their parents. 
 

ñBò/òCò Recreational Leagues 

1. Every ñBò/òCò recreational league must have separate bank accounts for its league 
operations and its ñBò and ñCò All Star team. 
 

2. Each All Star program must have an oversight committee separate from the 
recreational leagueôs Board of Directors.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

10 
 

B & C All-Star Program 
Responsibilities for Tournament Play leading up to  

CHAMPIONSHIP PLAY 
 

A. District Commissioners and District JO Commissioners Responsibility 
 

 The District Commissioner or District JO Commissioner has the ultimate responsibility 
to verify the ASA Official National Championship Rosters on or before June 15th of 
each year.  They must also verify the classification and eligibility of all players/teams 
from their county/area, in preparation for the teams to enter Championship Play. 

 Items to be verified: 

o Birth Certificates 
o Photo ID Cards  
o ASA Official Championship Roster - redlined, signed and dated (when entirely 

completed)  

  The ASA Championship roster form will be used to register each All-Star team for 
tournament play. Tournament team ID card will be issued and mailed by 
www.reisterasa.com to the all-star team organizer.  

 Commissioner statement signatures on ASA Official National Championship Rosters 
as follows: 

  Association Commissioner signature line is to be signed by Association 
Commissioner or J.O. Commissioner, or their Designee. 

  Deputy/District Commissioner sign line is to be signed by either the District 
Commissioner or District J.O. Commissioner. 

B.  League President Responsibility: 

 1.   The League President is responsible to verify the leagueôs player/team eligibility            
   to the best of his/her knowledge for sanctioned play, as well as Championship Play. 

 2. The League President shall notify the Nor Cal ASA JO Commissioner, or District 
Commissioner, of any infraction. 

C.  Team Manager Responsibility 

 1. The Manager/Head Coach is responsible for verifying to the best or his/her ability 
his/her team and player eligibility for sanctioned as well as Championship Play. 

 2. The Manager/Head Coach shall be prepared to provide proof of age and picture 
identification at every Championship Play Tournament for each rostered player. 

 3. The Manager/Head Coach shall sign the Team Managerós affidavit on the ASA 
Official National Championship Rosterò confirming the eligibility of their players before 
entering any Championship Tournament. 
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 4. Teams participating in Championship Tournaments shall abide by all rules and 
regulations of the ASA Code, Pacific Coast Region Guidelines and Nor Cal ASA 
Guidelines, pertaining to Championship Play. 

 5. The Manager/Head Coach of any team found to be in violation of ASA policies may 
be disqualified from participation in ASA for one full year. 

D.  Tournament Directors and JO All-Star Teams Responsibility 

1.  Pre-Qualifying Tournament Directors must submit the results by way of ñOrder of       

Finishò and Completed Bracket (with scores) to the J.O. Commissioner and their 

District Commissioner within 24 hours of completion of tournament. 

2.  The local District Commissioner receives and approves proper forms for those B & 
C All-Star teams that plan to participate in Championship Play (Tournament). 

3.  The local District Commissioner verifies and approves Player Pick-up Forms for 
those teams continuing in Championship Play.  The District Commissioners and 
District JO Commissioners, or Designee signs the Player Pick-up Form. 

4.  The Nor Cal ASA Tournament Director and/or Office Manager forwards all 
appropriate documents to Regional sites for those teams that are qualified and 
choose to move into Championship Play.  

5.  Nor Cal ASA Staff (Commissioner, JO Commissioner or Office Manager) are 
responsible to ensure all appropriate documents including National Championship 
Entry Form, are forwarded to the National Tournament Director when a team 
qualifies. The National Championship Entry Form is to be signed by the Association 
Commissioner or Association JO Commissioner, or his Designee. 

6.  Tournament directors will be required to complete a tournament results form and 
mail to the appropriate handler. 

7.  Team Classification process and appeal process.  

The ñA Travel Ball/ ñBò and ñCò All-Star program Director for Nor Cal ASA is Manuel Gomez. 

You may contact Manuel at 831-869-8521 or email: mgomez@norcalasa.org or go to the 

Nor Cal ASA website for the latest information. 
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The Perfect Roster and Binder 
 

Every Nor Cal ASA travel team should have one master ñTeam Binderò and one back-up copy.  We 
want to provide you with the correct information required to make your ñTeam Binderò.  Our goal is for 
everyone to have a ZERO mistake roster at the Association Championships.  This simple process will 
help keep your team organized. 

Team Binder 

 Items needed: 

¶ A simple three-ring binder 

¶ Plastic page sleeves (available at any office supply store) 
 

 Binder make-up: 

¶ Team contact information 

¶ Place on a single page each playerôs birth certificate, 2010 ASA card, photo & signature. 

¶ Place in binder in exact name order as team worksheet 

¶ Place on a single page coachôs 2010 ASA Card/ACE Certification/Background check 

¶ Team ASA ID Card 
 

ASA Official National Championship Roster: needed for road to Nationals 

¶ Fully completed ASA Official National Championship Roster 

¶ Team name, city and state, division and classification. Example: GFP 10U 

¶ Parentôs signature, not player unless 18 years or older 

¶ Bonafide physical address 

¶ Parents must initial last column if acknowledge and understand waivers on reverse side 

¶ On reverse side, completely fill out óTeam Managerôs Affidavitô section 

¶ Fully completed ASA Official National Championship Roster must be óred linedô by JO 
Administrator or District Commissioner prior to Association Championship to be valid for 
championship tournament play 

¶ Insert fully completed ASA Official National Championship Roster into team binder prior to 
page containing each playerôs birth certificate, 2010 ASA Card, photo and signature. 

 

Note: 

Your binder will be reviewed by Tournament Director (or their designee during check-in) at each 
Championship event.  Keep an exact copy of your binder for sanctioned events.  Do not give your 
original documents to anyone other than a Championship Event Tournament Director. 
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Complaint Procedure 

 
Nor Cal ASA is not intent on policing teams, coaches and players. However, when allegations of 

violations of the ASA Code and / or the Nor Cal ASA Rules and Regulations are filed in writing, a 

Nor Cal ASA official will conduct an inquiry to establish whether or not grounds exist to schedule a 

suspension hearing. 

The procedure for filing a written complaint is as follows: 

1. A Nor Cal ASA Complaint Form shall be filed. The form is available at the Nor Cal ASA website 

(www.norcalasa.org) and can be found in the ñDownloadable Formsò section. The form may also be 

obtained by contacting a District Commissioner, District JO Commissioner or either of the JO 

Commissioners. The complaint must have the following information: 

a. Name and addresses of all parties. 

b. The Code article or rule allegedly violated. 

c. All supporting information, evidence and / or documentation relating to the complaint. 

2. Evidence substantiating the alleged violation must be listed in the complaint form and included. 

Examples of such evidence are witness statements, documentation, photos, etc.  Witnesses to the 

alleged violation must be named and their addresses and phone numbers listed in the complaint. 

Witnesses for or against the accused may testify at a hearing, limited to four per side. Written 

statements, with appropriate signature, from witnesses who are unable to attend the hearing are 

acceptable. 

3. Receipt of the complaint shall be acknowledged by a Nor Cal ASA staff member via email or USPS 

mail within 14 days. If determined that a hearing is necessary, the hearing shall be scheduled within a 

reasonable time, but not later than 45 days from receipt of the complaint providing that all required 

information has been submitted. 

 
  

http://www.norcalasa.org/


 

 

14 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

NOR CAL ASA ï COMPLAINT FORM  
  

 
  
Name of Complainant: ___________________________________ Date: ______________________  
  
Associated with: _______________________________________ Age Group (if applicable) _______  
    (Team or League)  

  
1. Name of team/person accused: __________________________________________________  
  
 Address & Phone Number (required):_____________________________________________  
  
2. ASA and/or Nor Cal ASA Rule Violated: ____________________________________________  
  
3. Date, Time & Location of Violation: _______________________________________________  
  
4. Facts to support accusation: ____________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________  
Attach additional sheet if necessary.  

5. List Witnesses to Violation.  Addresses and Phone Numbers must be included: ____________  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________ Attach additional sheet if necessary.  

  
  
 ___________________________  ___________________________________________________  
 Print Name        Signature  - Certifies that your statements are true to the best of your knowledge  
  
Address: _________________________________________________________Zip: ____________  
  
Day Phone:______________________________ Evening Phone: ___________________________   
  
Fax Number: ____________________________  E-Mail Address: ___________________________  
  

ALL ITEMS 1 ï 5 MUST BE COMPLETED TO BE CONSIDERED  

 
 

When complete send to: JO Commissioner Manuel Gomez 

320 Lincoln Avenue - Salinas, CA 93901 

mgomez@norcalasa.org 

 

mailto:mgomez@norcalasa.org
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Suspension Hearings 

A hearing shall be scheduled when it is determined that reasonable cause exists to believe that the 

complaint may be valid.  Violations of specific articles in the National ASA Code require minimum 

suspension time periods.  The penalty for other violations is at the discretion of the hearing panel or 

the State Commissioner.  All testimony shall be considered to determine the validity of or disprove the 

complaint, and then, if appropriate, impose a proper penalty. 

Testimony at a hearing may indicate that although guilty a person deserves leniency because of 

mitigating circumstances, while in other cases the testimony may show that a harsher penalty is in 

order.  While conducting a hearing the hearing panel shall consider all information available, including 

the past record of the accused, previous complaints and the testimony provided by witnesses at the 

hearing. 

1. When a hearing date is scheduled, all parties shall be notified in writing or e-mail. 
 

2. Each party, complainant and accused, may request no more than one postponement.  
When a postponement is requested and granted, a new hearing date will be scheduled and 
all parties shall be again notified in writing. 
 

3. Four persons for the accused and four persons for the complainant may testify. 
 

4. If the accused fails to appear at the hearing without notification, the hearing panel shall 
proceed with the hearing and take the appropriate action. 
 

5. If the petitioner fails to appear at the hearing without notification, the complaint may be 
dismissed. 
 

6. Nor Cal ASA may conduct any necessary inquiry into allegations brought against an ASA 
team, coach, player or umpire as a means of proving or disproving the charges.  The 
inquiry may be conducted before, during or after the hearing. 
 

7. Any member of the Nor Cal ASA Staff who witnesses or has irrefutable evidence of a 
violation of the National ASA Code at a tournament may immediately remove a player, 
manager, coach, team or umpire from further competition in that tournament.  A suspension 
hearing may be conducted at the tournament to determine if further action is required from 
Nor Cal ASA. 
 

8. A manager, coach, player or umpire suspended by Nor Cal ASA forfeits all rights and 
privileges afforded to a member under the National ASA Code, the Pacific Coast Region 
Rules and Regulations and the Nor Cal ASA Rules and Regulations.  The forfeiture of said 
rights and privileges shall include, but not be limited to: 
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a. Representing themselves as an eligible ASA manager, coach, player or umpire to 
anyone affiliated with ASA. 

b. Practicing, managing, coaching, umpiring or participating at any time with anyone 
affiliated with ASA. 

c. Recruiting for an ASA team. 
d. Competing with or against any ASA team. 
e. Suspended individuals shall not be on the field, keep score, be in or around the 

dugout, relay verbal advice or instruction or signal to a team from any location. 
 

9. When a complaint is upheld and results in suspension, the individual(s) has the right to 
appeal as outlined in the National ASA Code. 
 

Non-compliance Penalty:  A minimum of twelve months added to the original penalty. 
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Nor Cal ASA Team Appeal  
Petition Form  

 
 

County__________________________________________________League_________________________________ 
 

Team Name_____________________________________________Age Group_______________________________ 

 

Mangers Name__________________________________________ Contact Phone____________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________  E-mail address____________________________ 

 

Nor Cal ASA Team Appeal and Re-Classification Petition Form must be submitted to 
 JO Commissioner 15 days prior to ά.έ Association Championships 

 

Tournament Opponent Won or Lost Runs scored Runs allowed Number of team Hits Team Batting Average 
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Tournament tƛǘŎƘŜǊΩǎ bŀƳŜ Won or Lost Hits Allowed Strike outs Walks or Hit Batters Earned Run Average 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

We would like to be reclassified to _______, for the following reason: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Approved_________________ Denied___________________ Refer to Re-Classification Committee______________ 

JO Administrator ______________________________________ Date _____________________________ 

TEAM RECLASSIFICATION & B/C ALL-STARS  

Nor Cal ASA strives to create and maintain a level playing field for this program.  All should agree that 

itôs no fun to lose 20-2 or beat up on a team 20-2. 

Any team wishing to re-class to ñCò for the 2010 summer season must play in two tournaments, fill out 

petition form completely to appeal.  All must be completed, approved, appealed (if necessary), 15 

days prior to ñBò Championships, or team will remain ñBò for entire summer all-star season.  

Starting in 2010é..1st and 2nd place team from previous yearôs ñCò Championships will be re-classed 

to ñBò for the summer season for their 1st two tournaments.  They can petition and appeal to be re-

classed to ñCò.   
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Tournament Request Form 

Please find enclosed the Tournament request form for the 2010 Season.  Nor Cal ASA requires that 

10u, 12u & 14u ñAò Teams and All ñB/Cò J. O. Teams must play in a Nor Cal Pre-Qualifier or a pre-

approved tournament by Nor Cal J.O. Commissioner to advance to the Nor Cal Championship 

Tournament.  (16u & 18u ñAò teams are exempt from this requirement).  You must play in at least one 

(1) pre-qualifier prior to the Nor Cal Junior Olympic ñAò Championship Tournament, which will be held 

the weekend of June 18, 19 & 20, 2010 in Sunnyvale or Nor Cal Junior Olympic ñBò  & ñCò 

Championship Tournaments, which will be held the weekend of June 25, 26, & 27, 2010 in 

Sunnyvale.   

The J. O. ñAò Pre-Qualifying Tournaments can be scheduled between the weekends of January 2nd 

and June 12th.  The J. O. ñBò or ñCò Pre-Qualifying Tournaments can be scheduled between the 

weekends of May 29th and June 19th.  The sanctioning fee for a Pre-Qualifying Tournament is 

$100.00.  Tournament sites and dates will be reviewed by your District Commissioner, Umpire-in-

Chief and approved by the Nor Cal J. O. Commissioner and Staff.  Contact your District 

Commissioner to find out the scheduled meeting date to review tournament requests in your area for 

the 2010 Season. 

 

 

 

Please make sure that you complete one request form for each Tournament that you want to host.  

Once completing the Tournament Request Form you will need to submit it to your District 

Commissioner for approval. (See second page for your District Commissioner).   Your District 

Commissioner will review with his District UIC and if approved will submit your request to the Nor Cal 

J.O. Commissioner for final approval.  Once approved you will receive from the Nor Cal Office the 

Tournament Sanctioning Form.  This form will need to be completed and return to the Nor Cal Office 

with the appropriate fee. The fee is $100.00 for a Pre-Qualifying Tournament and $50.00 for an 

Invitational Sanction Tournament with the check, payable to Nor-Cal ASA and mailed to P. O. Box 

2829, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. These Tournaments will be listed on the 2010 Pacific Coast Region 14 

Web-site (Region14.com) and Nor-Cal ASA Web-site (norcalasa.org).     

OFFICIAL CHAMPIONSHIP ROSTERS ARE NOT TO BE USED FOR SANCTION OR PRE-

QUALIFYING TOURNAMENTS  

For your information, Nor Cal will NOT sanction any other Girls Junior Olympic Invitational 

Tournaments on the following weekends in these designated counties: 

June  18 ï 20 JO ñAò Championship Tournaments in Sunnyvale, CA  

(we will sanction ñBò and ñCò tournaments only on this weekend if umpires are available in that area) 

Pre-Qualifying Tournament Directors must submit the resultǎ ōȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ άhǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ CƛƴƛǎƘέ ŀƴŘ 

Completed Bracket (with scores) to the J.O. Commissioner and District Commissioner within 24 hours 

of completion of tournament. 
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June    25 ï 27 JO ñBò & ñCò Championship Tournaments in Sunnyvale, CA 
(we will sanction ñAò tournaments only on this weekend if umpires are available in that area)    

We will need these forms returned to me no later than Friday, December 18, 2009.  Once again, 
please send your Original Tournament Request Form to your District Commissioner for approval who 
is listed below. 
 

If you have any questions, you can email me mblondino@norcalasa.org  or you can contact either JO 

Commissioner Manuel Gomez at 831-869-8521 or email at mgomez@norcalasa.org or Office Manager Sandy 

Scott at 916-9621631 or email at sscott@norcalasa.org. You can also check out our website at 

www.norcalasa.org for the most up to date information. I am looking forward to working with you this year.  

Best wishes for a successful 2010 season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mblondino@norcalasa.org
mailto:mgomez@norcalasa.org
mailto:sscott@norcalasa.org
http://www.norcalasa.org/
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2010 NOR-CAL ASA  

TOURNAMENT REQUEST  
(To Be Listed on the Pacific Coast Region 14 ASA Web site and the Nor Cal ASA Web site) 

 www.region14.com       and        www.norcalasa.org  

ASSOCIATION/LEAGUE NAME            

NAME OF LEAGUE PRESIDENT            

PERSON REQUESTING TOURNAMENT                 

ADDRESS        CITY    ZIP   

TYPE OF TOURNAMENT:  __________INVITATIONAL  __________QUALIFIER 
                                                 ADULT ___    Men_____  Women______   GIRLS_______  BOYS__________ 
DIVISION OF PLAY:    FAST PITCH_______   SLOW PITCH_______   CO-ED________      MOD_______ 

CLASSIFICATION:   A_______      B_______     C_______      D_______  OTHER______ 

AGE DIVISION: 

YOUTH    ñAò Division   ____Gold   ____18A  ____16A  ____14A  ____12A  ____10A    
ñBò Division    ____18B   ____16B   ____14B  ____12B  ____10B 
ñCò Division    ____18C   ____16C   ___14C   ____12C   ____10C   

ADULT       List Age Divisions if appropriate __________________ 

DATE REQUESTED: CHAMPIONSHIP ROSTERS NOT TO BE USED FOR SANCTION OR PRE QUAL. TOURNAMENTS 

1ST CHOICE________________________     2ND  CHOICE____________________________ 

TOURNAMENT LOCATION:  CITY_____________________ FIELD LOCATION:  CITY__________________ 

CONTACT PERSON (Tournament Director)_____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS______________________________________ CITY_______________________ ZIP___________ 

TELEPHONE NUMBER:  Area Code/number_____________________________ 
MOBILE/PAGER NUMBER__________________________________________ 
FAX NUMBER Area Code/number_____________________________________ 
EMAIL AND/OR WEBSITE ADDRESS_________________________________________________ 

Submit this request form to your District Commissioner for approval.  

APPROVED BY:       APPROVED BY:       

                                District Commissioner                                                                District Umpire-in-Chief  

Approved Tournament Request Form mailed to Nor Cal Commissioner: DATE:     

$50.00 FEE FOR EACH INVITATIONALTOURNAMENT WEEKEND 
$100.00 FOR EACH PRE-QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT WEEKEND 

TYPE OR PRINT SO IT IS CLEAR TO THE READER RETURN BY FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2009 

http://www.region14.com/
http://www.norcalasa.org/
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Nor Cal ASA Miscellaneous 

Pre-Qualifier Policy 

Only 10u, 12u and 14u ñAò teams and all ñB & Cò Nor-Cal ASA Association teams must play in one 

ASA pre-qualifying tournament prior to the Association Championships. 

High School Softball Season Practice Policy 

Players from High School Softball teams can only practice a maximum of 2 hours per week with their 

Nor Cal ASA travel team during the High School season.  Any coach found violating this policy will be 

given one warning and after that suspended for one year. 

18u Gold Policy 

Nor Cal ASA will allow its teams to self declare at the 18U Gold level. Once declared, those teams 

may not reclassify to any other classification during the Championship Play season. 

Championship Play 

Official Championship Rosters (Liability Waivers) that are printed off of www.registerasa.com will be 

accepted at the Nor Cal Association Championships.   The REGISTER ASA Official Championship 

Roster must have the players 2010 Member ID Number next to their name.  (If it has ñLast registered 

2009é..ò next to the playerôs name, then this is not a completed roster and will be not signed off.) 

Photo I.D. Cards:  If you do not receive your Photo ID Cards from Register ASA by the tournament 

date, please bring the following:  Please print the "Edit Player" screen off of Register ASA.  This page 

will show the players I.D. Number and will also have a copy of their picture.  This will be acceptable at 

check-in. 

Berths 

These berths are unofficial as of this printing and will be confirmed at the Nor Cal ASA JO 

Championships 

Å 4 Direct to ñAò USA/ASA National Championships 

Å Berths to ñAò Regional Championships 4-10u, 5-12u, 6-14u, 5-16u, 6-18u 

Å Remaining òAò teams to the ASA Western National Championships 

Å 10 berths to ñBò Western Championships 

Å 4  berths to ñCò Regional Championships 
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Northern California Amateur Softball Association 
2010 Junior Olympic Association Championships 

RULES & REGULATIONS 
 

1. All games will be played under current A.S.A. Rules, except where modified in these rules.  
 
2. To be eligible for this tournament the team must be a member of Nor-Cal ASA and roster must 
be approved by both the A.S.A. Commissioner and local Junior Olympic Commissioner.  
 
3. Roster limited to 20 players.  
 
4. All playerôs parent or legal guardian must sign the roster. (If player is 18 years or older, player 
to sign the roster). Verification of birth date for each player must be available. Players should 
have their Photo ID Card with them at all time. If not adhered to, player will be removed from 
roster as per current A.S.A. Code.  
 
5. All decisions on player eligibility will be made by the Tournament Committee with appeal rights 
to the Tournament Director. The Tournament Directorôs decision is final.  
 
6. Current A.S.A. Uniform Rule is in effect.  
 
7. All Junior Olympic Fast Pitch batting helmets shall be equipped with a securely 
fastened NOCSAE approved face mask/guard and chin strap.  
 
8. Wilson will be the Official Softball of the tournament. NOTE CHANGE: 10-U age group will use 
the 11 inch Wilson Ball.  
 
9. Game time is forfeit time. No grace period.  
 
10. Game line-up cards must be submitted by team managers to scorekeeper 20 minutes prior to 
scheduled game time. Line up cards must have: (a) the team name; (b) starting players first and 
last name, number and position; and (c) substitutes who are present must be listed on the bottom 
with their name and number. If a substitute arrives late she can be added to the line up card as 
long as she is on the team roster. When a copy of the lineup is submitted to the Plate Umpire at 
the pre-conference meeting, it is official. Line-up cards are available from the scorekeeper.  
 
11. No infield practice will be allowed.  
 
12. Time Limit - All games will be 1 hour and 40 minutes or seven innings, whichever comes first. 
The umpire is the official timekeeper. The time limit begins when the pitcher throws a legal or 
illegal pitch to the first batter. A new inning can not start after the time limit has expired unless the 
game is tied. The start of an inning is immediately after the third out of the previous inning is 
made. There will be no time limit on the Winners Bracket Final game and Losers Bracket Final 
game.  
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13. Run Ahead Rule ï Fifteen (15) after three (3) innings, twelve (12) after four (4) innings or 
eight (8) after five (5) innings for all games.  
 
14. Tie Breaker (TB) - If, after completion of seven (7) innings of play or time has expired and the 
score is tied, the TB will be played to determine a winning team. Starting with the top of the eighth 
inning, and each inning thereafter, the offensive team shall begin its turn at bat with the player 
who is scheduled to bat ninth in that respective half inning placed on second base.  
 
15. Home team will be determined prior to each game by a coin toss with the team managers or 
their appointed representatives and tournament representative in attendance. Teams listed in the 
upper portion of the tournament bracket will use the third base dugout, unless the team that just 
played is playing again on that same field.  
 
16. Protests - When a protest is made, play and time will be halted. The two opposing team 
managers, the game umpires, and the Tournament Director or Umpire-in-Chief will meet to 
discuss the protest. The specific rule interpretation and umpire decision being protested will be 
presented to the Site Director. After conferring with the Tournament Director and/or the 
Tournament UIC, the Site Director will issue the ruling, which is final and can not be appealed.  

a. Rule interpretation protests shall only be considered prior to the next legal or illegal 
pitch.  
b. Illegal re-entry, illegal uses of D.P., and illegal substitution protests shall only  
be considered during the game.  
c. There shall be a $30.00 player eligibility protest fee (does not include age eligibility  
for which there is no protest fee). If the protest is not upheld, the protest fee shall be 
forfeited. 
 

17. Managers are responsible for the conduct of their respective teams and fans. Any 
player, coach or fan that conducts themselves in an unsportsmanlike manner on or off the playing 
field or causes any incident or action unfavorable to the Tournament may be removed from the 
complex or site for the duration of the tournament. Additionally, destruction of property or abuse 
of hotel/motel, guests could subject the team to suspension or other appropriate action.  
 
18. Manager Responsibility -. If the tournament schedule is delayed, it shall be the 
responsibility of each manager to contact the Tournament Director for possible game time 
and/or field changes.  
 
19. PLEASE NOTE - Umpires (during games) and/or the Tournament Director (or his/her 
representative) shall have the responsibility of ejecting coaches, players, or spectators for 
abusive language or other acts that are contrary to the objectives and purposes of A.S.A. A 
warning for the first offense MAY be issued at the Umpireôs/Officialôs discretion. The second 
offense by coaches or players shall result in ejection of the responsible individual(s). Second and 
subsequent offenses by a spectator shall result in ejection of the (1) head coach, (2) coaching 
staff and (3) players.  
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20.  Parents, spectators or fans that use profanity, incite trouble, promote poor sportsmanship, 

physical retaliation or bring in to question the integrity of Coaches, Players, Umpires or Tournament 

Staff will be removed from the complex. No other warnings will be given. At the discretion of the 

Tournament Director, these individuals may be removed for the remainder of the Tournament. 

21. Two (2) umpires will be provided for each game.  
 
22. The double base will be used at first base.  
 
23. All catchers must wear a mask with throat protector, approved helmet with ear flaps, shin 
guards which offer protection to the knee caps, and a body protector. An extended wire protector 
may be worn in lieu of a throat protector attached to the mask. 
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Recreation League Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q: With respect to eligibility, there are Nor Cal ASA rules, Pacific Coast Region rules and 
the ASA Code. Which has priority? 
A: Eligibility rules begin with the ASA Code. However, the ASA Code is sometimes very general 
and for that reason the Pacific Coast Region, which includes the states of California, Hawaii and 
Nevada, expands some rules to clarify how they apply to the region. Nor Cal ASA in turn further 
expands on those rules to suit our situations. The Nor Cal ASA expanded rules may not conflict 
with region rules which may not conflict with the ASA Code. 
 
Q: May a player participate on a travel team and then participate on an all-star team? 
A: A player may participate with a travel team and still be eligible for Recreation All-Star Team 
selection if that player stops participating with the travel team before the last full weekend in April. 
Before the last full weekend in April the player must decide whether to continue playing with the 
travel team or participate in a recreation league and become eligible for all-star selection. 
 
Q: How does Nor Cal ASA define ñparticipateò or ñparticipationò? 
A: A player taking part in a tryout, practice, practice game, game or tournament. 
 
Q: Is a player who signs with an ASA travel team required to get a release from the travel 
team manager? 
A: No, it is the playerôs decision even when an agreement has been signed with the travel team. 
 
Q: What happens to a player who drops from a travel team prior to the last full weekend in 
April and is then not selected for an all-star team? 
A: The player may re-sign, join or sign with a travel team, as per ASA travel team rules. 
 
Q: May a player participating in two leagues be selected to an all-star team? 
A: Yes, but only in one league. The player must, by the last full weekend in April of the current 
year, declare in which league they wish to be considered for all-star selection. 
 
Q: May an 11 year old player who participated with a 14U team during league play be 
selected for a 12U all-star team? 
A: Yes, providing the player has not entered ASA Championship Play in the 14U Age Division and 
meets all other eligibility requirements. 
 
Q: May an 11 year old player who participated on a 14U ñAò travel team be selected for 12U 
ñBò or ñCò all-star team? 
A: Yes, providing the player has not participated on the travel team after the last full weekend of 
April and they meet all other eligibility requirements. 

 
Q: May a league team enter championship play without approval of the league? 
A: No. 
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Q: Do these eligibility rules apply to all ñBò and ñCò all-star teams or at invitational 
tournaments? 
A: No, these rules apply only to a ñBò or ñCò all-star team entering ASA Championship Play and 
other tournaments sanctioned by ASA. Invitational tournaments oftentimes use Nor Cal ASA 
eligibility rules so check with the Tournament Directors. 
 
Q: What is Championship Play? 
A: Competition from which the winner and often times other selected teams advance to higher 
level of Championship Play. Levels of Championship Play are contained in the ASA Code. 
 
Q: What are ñAò, ñBò and ñCò Classifications of play? 
A: Independent travel teams and independent travel team organizations are ñAò Classification and 
may participate in ñAò Championship Play only. Independent recreation leagues are designated as 
ñBò or ñCò Classification and may participate in ñBò and ñCò Championship Play only. 
 
Q: Why is a player not permitted to play in both ñAò and ñB / Cò Classifications? 
A: This is not permitted by ASA Code because the ñAò Classification is for players that have as 
their primary goal the development of competitive softball skills, with much emphasis on 
competition, while the ñBò and ñCò Classifications are for players registered with a league for 
recreation purposes. The ñBò and ñCò playerôs primary goal is to have fun. The ASA offers 
programs for everyone and it is up to the individual, or their parents, to choose the program best 
suited for them. 
 
Q: May a team that has been re-classified re-apply for lower Classification? 
A: A team re-classified may submit Team Appeal Petition Form per the guidelines. 
 
Q: Can the Nor Cal ASA eligibility rules be changed? 
A: Yes they can, and are year to year. However, be mindful that the Nor Cal ASA rules may not 
conflict with either the Pacific Coast Region rules or the ASA Code. Everyone is encouraged to 
submit proposed changes in writing to their respective District Commissioner 
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Travel Team Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Q: What is a National Qualifier? 
A: Each of the ASA 15 regions is authorized to hold one National Qualifier per Age Division. Any 
team in the respective Age Division may enter with the winning team advancing to the USA / ASA 
Nationals of the appropriate Age Division. 
 
Q: How does a team qualify for the ASA Western Territory National Championship? 
A: A team must participate in the current year Nor Cal ASA JO Championship in its Age Division. 
If, while participating in the JO Championships, the team does not qualify to participate in the 
Regional Tournament or for the USA / ASA Girls Class A Fast Pitch National Championship, the 
team is then qualified to participate in the ASA Girls Class A Fast Pitch Western National 
Championships. 
 
Q: Does a team need a Travel Permit to enter a National Qualifier outside of Nor Cal? 
A: No; however, the team must have an Official Tournament Entry Form signed by the Nor Cal 
ASA Commissioner or an authorized designee. The form is available from the Age Division 
Commissioner. A team may need a Travel Permit to participate in an Invitational Tournament 
outside of Nor Cal. This requirement depends on the Tournament Director. 
 
Q: Can a manager, coach, player or parent from one team communicate with a player who 
is committed with another team? 
A: Personal communication amongst friends is acceptable as long as recruitment and / or 
enticement to play on another team is not attempted. 
 
Q: Is a manager and a coach one and the same in ASA? 
A: No, the team manager is responsible for the teamôs affairs. This position has the final say in 
team decisions.  Umpires should address questions and problems from only the manager. 
 
Q: What is a JO ñBò or ñCò All-Star Championship Tournament? 
A: The JO ñBò and ñCò Classifications are recreation level competition, less competitive than the 
ñAò level. The ñBò and ñCò leagues select all-star teams to compete in ñBò and ñCò Championship 
Play. The recreation program comprises about 90 percent of the Nor Cal ASA JO registrations 
and is therefore the reason for Nor Cal ASAôs large number of berths to National Championships 
at all levels. 
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2010 Registration Fees  
 
 

ADULT TEAM REGISTRATION  
 

Recreation League          Travel Teams  
 

Fastpitch  $ 15.00   Fastpitch  $25.00 
Slowpitch $ 15.00   Slowpitch      $25.00 
Coed  $ 15.00   Coed  $25.00 
 

JUNIOR OLYMPIC TEAM REGISTRATION  
 

Recreation League  
 

Fastpitch  $ 17.00 
Slowpitch $ 17.00 

 
 

Individual Registration & Insurance  
 

$250 deductible        $0 deductible  
                                 $10.00              $17.00  
 

UMPIRE FEES 
 

ASSOCIATION UMPIRES     CITY RECREATION UMPIRES  
Adult   $50.00 (Includes Background Check)  Adult     $46.00     
Youth  $33.00      Youth    $33.00 
 

City Recreation Departmentôs will need 
to show proof to Nor Cal ASA of Umpire 
background check to obtain the lower 
fee. 

 

Mail to: P. O. Box 2829  
Fair Oaks, CA 95628   
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District Commissioner District Commissioner

Manny Hernandez 650-286-3386 Dee Webster 707-428-7584

mhernandez@fostercity.org dwebster@ci.fairfield.ca.us  

JO District Commissioner JO District Commissioner

Manny Hernandez Kelly Abernathy 707-257-9206

 kabernathy@cityofnapa.org

District Umpire In Chief District Umpire In Chief

Howard McGee 510-794-8343 John Shepherd 707-552-6318 

hmcgee1@comcast.net  johnzon@castles.com  

District Commissioner District Commissioner

Rick McLaughlin 707-543-3280 Henry Perezalonso 650-903-6404

rmclaughlin@ci.santa-rosa.ca.us hperezalonso@norcalasa.org

JO District Commissioner JO District Commissioner 

Rick McLaughlin  Henry Perezalonso  

District Umpire In Chief District Umpire In Chief  

Jerry Boitos 707-527-7805 Don Lau 650-969-3737 

djboitos@sbcglobal.net  donlau@sbcglobal.net  

District Commissioner District Commissioner

Manuel Gomez 831-869-8521 Mike Blondino 650-533-0864

mgomez@norcalasa.org mblondino@norcalasa.org

JO District Commissioner JO District Commissioner-Humboldt

Manuel Gomez  Dan Duncan 707-822-3031

dduncan362@gmail.com

District Umpire In Chief District Umpire In Chief

Bob Sparks 831-372-8294 Gary McLachlan 707-502-9361 

parspar@aol.com umpiringisgreat@gmail.com

 

District Commissioner District Commissioner

Jake Preston 530-895-4711 Ann Gillen

jpreston@chicorec.com  agillen@yubacity.net  

JO District Commissioner JO District Commissioner

Jake Preston  Ann Gillen  

District Umpire In Chief District Umpire In Chief

Jim Cole 530-633-0668 Jim Cole 530-633-0668

jcole@norcalasa.org jcole@norcalasa.org

2010 District Staff

SAN MATEO NAPA/SOLANO

MARIN/SONOMA/MEDOCINO/LAKE SANTA CLARA

Updated: 12/4/2009

530-822-4649

MONTERY/SANTA CRUZ/SAN BENITO HUMBOLDT/SISKIYOU/TRINITY/DEL NORTE

SUTTER/NEVADA/YUBABUTTE/GLENN/COLUSA/SHASTA/                  

TEHAMA/PLUMAS/LASSEN/MODOC 

 


